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CALENDAR 

Weekly Meetings 

After School Tutorials Tue./Wed.  
Good News Club Tue.  
 
October 

4 Student Council Meeting 

5 Awards Assemblies 

8     Student Holiday 

9     PTO Meeting, Noon 

12   Mamacita’s Fundraiser Ends 

23 - 31 Red Ribbon Week  

23  Tally Open House 5-6 PM 
 
November 
1   Student Council Meeting 

1   Tally Culver’s Spirit Night 

2   2nd Six Weeks Ends 

2   Pride Folder Party (wear  
         tennis shoes, please!) 

5   3rd six weeks begins 

8   Report Cards go home  

9   Awards Assemblies 

 

For more information, see the 
Calendar page on Tally’s website 

Greetings, Tally Elementary Families! 
The beginning of the school year is filled with 520 students, with 
lots of enthusiasm, renewed energy and high expectations. The 
first six weeks of school has exemplified our expectations for the 
year—the halls are quiet and students are engaged in their learning. 
Thank you to all of you for helping your children prepare for a pro-
ductive school year.  

It is going to be a terrific year and some tips on ways to make this 
school year great for your child/children are included in this news-
letter and in future newsletters.  In order to strengthen our parent 
communication this year, you will receive weekly grade level news-
letters and we hope that you find these helpful and informative. 

We are blessed to have a very active and generous PTO who always 
focuses on the needs of our students when deciding monetary sup-
port on campus.  We cannot thank you enough for all that you to do 
support student achievement through your donations to our school…
thank you!    

We welcome our new Assistant Principal, Gena Robertson, to the 
Tally Family this year!  She has such a heart for kids and loves 
serving our students, parents, and staff every day.  Please take a 
minute to meet her when you see her on campus. 

We now live in a time that is heavily influenced by digital devices 
and online platforms.  We encourage parents to monitor their child’s 
social media accounts, digital behavior, and social media involvement 
as we partner together to teach our children about the importance 
of appropriate online conduct. Together, we can successfully guide 
our students through these challenges by encouraging responsible 
internet usage and talking to our children about online safety that 
includes what they see/hear on the internet, who they meet, and 
what they share about themselves.  Basic guidelines to share with 
your kids for safe online use include: 

 Follow the family rules, and those set by the Internet service 

provider. 

 Never post or trade personal pictures. 

 Never reveal personal information, such as address, phone num-

ber, or school name or location. 

 Use only a screen name and don't share passwords (other than 

with parents). 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Tally Awards Assembly 
October 5, 2018 

In keeping with our Tally traditions, we are excited to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of our Tally Eagles at our upcoming awards assembly on October 5, 2018. 
Your input provided on the 2018 Parent Survey along with a desire to provide a 
more comfortable and safe environment for our students and parents, has prompted 
us to offer two awards assembly times this year. 

          8:15 AM Kindergarten, 1st Grade, and 2nd Grade 

          9:15 AM 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, and 5th Grade 

Thank you for adjusting your schedules as we try this new format on October 
5th.   We love your children and appreciate the opportunity to be a part of their ele-
mentary learning experiences! 

We are busy developing our art vocabulary and problem-solving skills in the 
Tally art room! Students engaged in drawing, painting, and collaging as we re-
viewed the elements of art: line, shape, color, texture, value, space, and 
form.  In September, we stretched our imaginations by drawing VERY mixed-
up animals, designing fantastic outer space art with pastels, manipulating pa-
per to create colorful collages, designing cities, one-of-a-kind vehicles, and ul-
timate playgrounds... the list goes on and on.  
 
 

While we work on art and make messes, we also work on friendships and make memories. We look forward 
to sharing samples of our creative growth throughout the year! 



Tally 2nd Grade Music Program 

When: Thursday, October 25 

LOCATION: Tally Cafetorium 

STUDENT INFORMATION: Students arrive at 
6:00 PM in their red, white, and/or blue program 
clothes, and report to their homerooms.  The pro-
gram begins at 6:30 PM.   

They are getting excited about  
performing for their parents! 

See you all there!   

See Mrs. Crittenden  
for more details. 

Please visit Nurse Burkett’s web page:   

https://www.kerrvilleisd.net/Page/3244 and view: 

 Tabs with information about immunizations, lice, mediations, flu, Department of Health and Human 
Services for the State of Texas, CDC and others.  

 Clinic forms are also posted to save you time. 

 Please forward ideas for content additions.   

Tally has confirmed cases of Flu Type B already.  Please consider the influenza vaccine for you and 
your children.   

I love nursing and I love caring for your children! 

Yours in service,  

Courtney Burkett, RN-BSN 

School Nurse 

Reduce your child’s screen time by tracking it and setting limits 

A recent study looked at the difference in children’s brain activity when they were reading a book versus consuming 
screen-based media. The researchers found that brain activity increased while children were reading and decreased while 
they were viewing screen-based media. Their findings highlight the importance of limiting screen time for healthy brain 
development. 

The first step in limiting recreational screen time is to help your child become aware of how much time she actually 
spends staring at a screen. Have her track the amount of time she spends watching TV, playing video games, texting 
friends and fiddling with a tablet. She may be surprised how quickly those minutes add up. 

If your child is spending less than two hours a day in front of a screen, she is on the right track. If she is spending more, 
it’s time to set limits. 

Studies show that when parents set any media rules, kids’ screen time drops by an average of more than three hours a 
day! 
Reprinted with permission from the October 2018 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2018 The Parent 
Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, Inc. Source: T. Horowitz‐Kraus and J.S. Hutton, “Brain connectivity in children is increased by the time they spend reading 
books and decreased by the length of exposure to screen‐based media,” Acta Paediatrica,niswc.com/elem_brain.  

https://www.kerrvilleisd.net/Page/3244
http://niswc.com/elem_brain


 Never agree to get together in person with anyone met online without parent approval and/or super-

vision. 

 Never respond to a threatening email, message, post, or text. 

 Always tell a parent or other trusted adult about any communication or conversation that was scary 

or hurtful. 

Basic guidelines for parental supervision: 

 Spend time online together to teach your kids appropriate online behavior. 

 Keep the computer in a common area where you can watch and monitor its use, not in individual bed-

rooms. Monitor any time spent on smartphones or tablets. 

 Bookmark kids' favorite sites for easy access. 

 Check your credit card and phone bills for unfamiliar account charges. 

 Take your child seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable online exchange. 

Most importantly, we thank you for sharing your children with us as we create wonderful memories of 
the 2018-19 school year! 

Your proud principal,  

Holly Jones  

(Continued from page 1, The Principal’s Office) 

Three simple ways to nurture your 
child’s love of science 

A recent survey showed that only about half of moms and dads felt “very confident” in 
their ability to help their kids learn science. But you don’t need to be a scientist in order 

to boost your child’s scientific know-how. You only need to be willing! 

To promote your child’s interest in science: 

 Investigate together. There’s no shame in admitting that you don’t have all of the answers. So, if 
your child asks a question like, “Why is the sky blue?” or “Where does rain come from?” you can 
simply say, “I’m not sure, but let’s find out together.” Go online or visit the library to discover the 
answer. You’ll both learn something! 

 View educational programs. There are lots of kid-friendly science shows on TV. Watch them with 
your child. If you’re not sure where to start, ask his teacher for suggestions. Afterward, talk about 
the shows. “Wasn’t it neat when they explained how fish breathe through their gills?” 

 Go online. There are tons of STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) websites, games 
and apps available. Visit www.commonsensemedia.org to find one that looks cool and check it out 
with your child! 

Reprinted with permission from the October 2018 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2018 The Parent 
Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, Inc. Source: M. Silander and others, “What Parents Talk About When They Talk About Learning: A National Survey About 
Young Children and Science,” Education Development Center, niswc.com/elem_STEM. 
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